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MAyoRAL FRIDGE

In AnDy HoLcoMBE’S kITcHEn

Although Chico Mayor Andy Holcombe is on the ballot in 
November for a second term on the Chico City Council, 

this is not about his politics. It’s about his refrigerator, his 
cooking and eating habits, the walls of his kitchen, and the 
eating preferences of his daughter in her youth.

“Check out my 
refrigerator magnet 
collection,” Andy says. 
The magnets affix 
innumerable notes, 
calendars, photos, 
invitations, and other 
memorabilia. Represented 
among the force fields are Chico Outlaws and Chico State Wildcats, Enloe Hospital, 
RW Knudson, Hotel Diamond, The Office of Client Rights’ Advocacy (where the mayor 
used to work), Acacia Veterinary Hospital, The Black Crow, Grace Jr., Butte Interagency 
Narcotics Task Force, City of Chico, North Valley Disposal and Recycling, Valley Oak 
Children’s Services, Humboldt State University in particular and CSUs in general, Cape 
Cod, Hilton Head SC, Shorewood Cottages, Kate’s Joint (212 area code), The Meatrix, 
Westly for Governor, Recyling Is Easy!, Natural Resources Defense Council, Our Lady of 
Guadalupe, several letters (mostly Es), geometric shapes (triangle, square, rectangle), and a 
few animals (seal, reindeer, butterfly), among others.

“Oh, here [taking note from refrigerator], I gotta show you this. My daughter Kate wrote 
this. I think she was maybe second grade.”  What’s this, ‘vergin’? “Oh, I think she means 

‘version.’”

“When I was a boy, we 
ate a lot of ice cream. I 
try not to buy ice cream, 
because I haven’t found a 
container big enough that I 
don’t finish the whole thing. 
There’s that special moment 
when you know there’s not 
enough worth saving, you 
can see the bottom of the 
container. . . .

“My mother used 
to make this really tart 
applesauce. I’d put sugar 
in the hot applesauce and 
watch it dissolve. . . . “ Ph
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“My meals these days are quicker than 
they used to be. My favorite meals are 
cheese, crackers and pickles that I eat 
standing up. I’m not fussy about types of 
cheese, but my favorites are Pedrozo Dairy’s 
Black Butte Reserve, Vermont white sharp 
cheddar, and pepper jack.” Oh, sharp cheeses? 
“Yes, sharp. . . like my wit. . . .

“Last night I cooked up a couple of 
bratwurst sausages with peppers, onions and 
tomatoes from the Chico Farmers’ Market. 
And Tin Roof bread, of course. . . .

“I’ll graze, cheese and crackers, a little 
later some cereal, then some nuts. . . .

“I’m a Safeway shopper. If I’m cooking, 
I’ll cook fish and sautéed vegetables. 50% 
of the time, my compost starts in my refrigerator by the time 
I get around to the produce. Those Chico Farmers’ Market 
vegetables, they’re good stuff. But I forgot I had squash from 
Safeway in my refrigerator. ‘The buck stops here?’ Well, the 
compost starts here [pointing to refrigerator]. . . .

“I’ll grab some takeout for dinner. Then I’ll realize I’ve had 
Egg Roll King takeout once too often and I’ll go, ‘Ok, time to 
start cooking.’”

“You know what 
these are? These are 
batik blocks from 
Bali. My parents were 
downsizing, and they 
had these in their 
kitchen. Nobody 
wanted them. So I 
took them. I keep 
them on the walls of 
my kitchen too.”

“I’m not a gourmet cook; I 
don’t have any special tools. But 
I’d have to say my Copco knife 
and this hand-carved wooden 
spoon. Oh, and my Braun 
coffee grinder. It was a wedding 
present. It’s probably 24 years 
old. . . .

“Next purchase? Well, I just 
got a second Copco knife. . 
. . Probably another of these 
cast iron enamel pots. One for 
sautéeing. A big one, not deep, 
and with sloping sides. Maybe 
someone who reads this will get 
it for me.”

Can’t live without? “Pickles, 
potato chips, fresh tomatoes. 
I’m a sandwich fan, and 
there’s nothing like a big basic 
beefsteak on a sandwich. . . .

“Want a pickle? They’re TJ 
Farms.”

eat the View
This too is not about politics.

Readers of Edible Shasta-Butte may be 
interested to learn about an online effort to 
request the next President of the United States, 
whoever that is, to plant an organic vegetable 
garden on the White House Lawn.

It’s not unprecedented. Woodrow Wilson 
planted a “liberty garden” during World War 
I, and Eleanor Roosevelt’s Victory Garden was 
famous during World War II, when homes, 
schools, and many other public and private sites 
joined the Victory Garden effort.

Check it out at eattheview.org/petition.


