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empire coffee company

I once read that coffee has the capacity to launch our 
senses into a place of future visioning, and tea is where 
we taste the memories of the past. Empire Coffee, 
located at the Amtrak Station in Chico, covers future and 
past quite well, offering Fair Trade “Old Soul” coffee and 
over thirty brands of Fair Trade Rishi Teas.

Before the days of stationary coffee service, this 
little 1947 train car served as a passenger train with the 
Northern Rail line and moved from Seattle to Chicago 
through Glacier Park on a regular basis. In 2001 the 
previous Chico Art Center President, Dave Laughton, 
purchased it through an Economic Development and 
Tourism Grant. Last year, a vision arose that was carried 
through by Alec Binyon: to rent this little vessel to create 
a 100% organic coffee house. Soon, Empire Coffee will 
be approaching its one-year anniversary and celebrate the 
fruition of such a vision.

The sound of the occasional train rumbling from 
the station next door adds to the novelty of this quaint 
locale. One can stare wistfully out the frilly curtained 
windows, imaging the world passing by. Located right next 
door is the Chico Art Center. Empire celebrates Chico 
art culture as well. As one of the participants in the First 
Saturday Art Walks every month in Chico, Empire Coffee 
fancies the idea of featuring fresh and inspiring local artists. 
On one of these weekends, you just might find something 
as eclectic as an accordion, flute, and French horn trio 
playing outside on the rooftop of an art car.

the Goods

The Coffee:•	  Old Soul is a small roasting company 
located in Sacramento. Empire Coffee purchases only 
organic and fair trade coffees from Old Soul, coffee 
mostly from farms in Central America, although 
there are a couple of African blends as well. Coffee 
is roasted the day before being shipped up to Chico. 
This attention to freshness, along with the fact that all 
coffees are French pressed, makes for a delicious cup of 
strong soul.

The Teas:•	  Rishi Tea Company works in the realm of 
fair trade and organic, harvesting teas from all regions 
of the world: India, China, Africa, South America, 

Kenya, and Papua New Guinea. The vast selection 
often seems daunting, but luckily Nathan, manager 
and friend, is there to offer up his expansive knowledge 
on the perfect tea for any given day.

The Sweets:•	  Adobe Organic Chocolate is the primary 
brand of chocolate served up in any concoction ranging 
from steaming mocha to iced chocolate milk. Tin Roof 
bakery provides their signature muffins (blueberry 
crumble and carrot are my favorites) and scones.

The Milk:•	  Empire Coffee uses Crystal Organic Milk. 
Rice milk and soymilk are also available. Lattés are a 
signature specialty of Empire Coffee House!

As it proudly features fair trade, organic products, 
Empire also prides itself on being a hub for the community. 
In addition to its support of the arts, Empire offers 
customers its used coffee grounds in the “Grounds for 
Gardens” program, composts with GRUB, and sponsors 
the Wheeled Migration sustainable bike tour.

-Sarah Nutting
Empire Coffee Company
434 Orange Street, Chico
530.899.8267
Daily 7 am to 8 pm


